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“It is quite an alarming thought that the best and the worst of wild
creatures are both insects! The biggest killers are mosquitoes, the
greatest benefactors are bees. Einstein calculated that if bees were to
become extinct, then in a very few years, so would the human race!
Such is the importance of bees in the pollination of edible fruit and
vegetables, all over the world. Not to mention the taste of honey, the
gentle buzz on a sunny day and the absolutely staggeringly complex
behaviour. We need bees!”

Bill Oddie 2011
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We all know that bees make honey, but they do much more for the food we
eat. Bees and other insects, including wasps and hoverflies, pollinate
plants. By transferring pollen from the male parts of flowers to the female
parts, they're a vital part of the process that eventually leads to fruit, nut
and seed production. For some crops, such as melons, no pollinators
means no fruit. For others, no pollinators means a lesser harvest. This
widespread role of insects in food production is reflected in insect
pollinators' economic value - estimated to be around £130bn globally in
2005.

Honeybees are prone to a number of diseases. The mite Varroa
Destructor, for example, carries viruses that can quickly destroy entire
colonies, and has spread almost completely around the world in the last 30
years.




There are more than 20,000 species of wild bees. Many species are
solitary(e.g.mason bees), and many others rear their young in
burrows and small colonies, (e.g. bumblebees). Beekeeping, or
apiculture, is concerned with the practical management of the social
species of honey bees, which live in large colonies of up to 100,000
individuals. In Europe and America the species universally managed
by beekeepers is the Western honey bee (Apis mellifera). This
species has several sub-species or regional varieties, such as the
Italian bee (Apis mellifera ligustica ), European dark bee (Apis
mellifera mellifera), and the Carniolan honey bee (Apis mellifera
carnica). In the tropics, other species of social bee are managed for
honey production, including Apis cerana.
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Contributes to stopping the decline in urban bees that has been
estimated at 50% since 2008

sedsdaRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR Y

Helps meet Corporate Social Responsibility policies by providing
bio-diversity and positively enhancing the local environment
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Happier staff: Increased staff involvement at work and
satisfaction levels both with the job and the employer

A ready supply of lovely natural honey, honey comb and beeswax
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A recent survey by the University of Hereford on behalf of
“Inmidtown” indicated an substantial proportion of people
involved with beekeeping at work said they enjoyed coming to
work more as a result of keeping bees __and that these types of
project were morale building.

We can tailor the level of staff involvement to suit your
requirements from a fully managed hive to one managed by your
staff with various levels of training/supervision in between.
Whatever the arrangement there will be definite feel-good factor
throughout the organisation.
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Typically, Corporate Social Responsibility policies include
references to the local environment, the environment at large
and sustainability.

Having bees in the work environment help meet many of these
goals by increasing local biodiversity, if you also have a few
bee-friendly plants this will help too, and improving
sustainability by producing natural honey locally for possible
use by on-site catering.
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Option 1

Rental and Self-Manage Hives

You simply rent the hive with initial colony of bees for an agreed
period of time. We provide initial training and on-going advice to
your staff who take responsibility for managing the hives and
enjoy all the benefits that brings.

Rental of hive delivered with bees, fully set up from: £27.50 per
hive per month with discounts for additional hives.

Initial 6 initial hour long training visits and on-going telephone
advice and support £350.00
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Option 2 Rental

Rent hives with full service

We supply the complete hive with bees, signage, risk
assessments and full management service with a minimum of
31 visits per annum, opportunities to involve staff in honey
production, bottling and supply of honey, and full ongoing
support.

A completely risk free option where we do all the work and you
get the benefits and the honey.
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Rental from £150 per month per hive fully inclusive plus VAT
Additional hives with 25% discount.
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Beekeeper

The hive consists of Brood Box,
Queen excluder, 2 supers, crown
board roof, stand, straps wax
foundation and all fixings. Costs
for replacement parts required
throughout duration of hire are
included with rental charges.

On going maintenance visits by Enterprise Plants bee-keeper are
as follows;
Nov-Jan - 3 visits: Feb-March - 4 visits:
April-July - 17 visits: Aug-Oct - 7 visits
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Any open space could be a suitable site for a Beehive!

There doesn’t even have to be an obvious ready source of pollen as
bees can travel more than 3 miles looking for food.

Sites do have to have suitable access for regular maintenance.

We offer site specific risk assessments for all areas, but with a few
simple precautions bees can be placed almost anywhere. The risk of
stings is normally small and a few simple barriers can ensure flight
paths avoid public paths. Beehives are even suitable for schools.
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Get in contact with us and we’ll come to see you and advise a
suitable location.

Bees should be installed between March and September as they
don't like being moved after this so we would advise on a suitable
date after site inspection .

Prior to delivery we will provide you with a site specific risk
assessment and method statement covering the delivery and on
going maintenance of the hives

We will deliver hive and bees together with signage and screening if
required and have initial training session if appropriate
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Contact us for more details
Tel: 01708 858500

Email:
www.enterpriseplants.com
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